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whilst the Congress was deliberating, a salute of
'one hundred and one guns announced to the
expectant citizens the birth of the Prince Imperial.
The baptism was celebrated with great pomp and
splendour at Notre-Dame, the Pope officiating
by proxy as godfather.

But, astute as Napoleon had so far proved him-
self, there were others whose cunning could con-
ceive ways of using him as a pawn in their game.
Among them was Cavour, the architect of Italian
independence. Determined to exploit the Con-
gress for his own ends, Cavour had artfully played
a card designed to lure Napoleon into the web
and secure him for an ally. The dazzling beauty
of Cavour's eighteen-year-old cousin, the Com-
tesse de Castiglione, would have taken more than
a Louis Napoleon to resist. She had been
officially presented to the Emperor at a ball given
by the Princess Mathilde, and, during the weeks
preceding the Congress, Cavour made skilful use
of the conquest which the Countess had made.
So, during the deliberations of the plenipoten-
tiaries in Paris, the Italian question was mooted
and the seeds sown for the ultimate intervention
of France.

The decisions of the Congress were in the nature
of a personal triumph for the Emperor and his
policy. Roumania was granted autonomy; the
Sultan promised liberal reforms in return for a
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